
Question Answer
what about the students and parents that cannot wear a mask due to medical 
condition?

Adults are required to wear masks. If masks cannot be worn we will work remotely with 
parents. If a student, for a medical reason, is unable to wear a mask, the school team will 
work with the family/student to determine the best option.  

Is Hybrid schooling only going to be held at certain, limited locations?  Or will each 
school have a Hybrid program?

All schools except the PM program.

What is the plan if a student is struggling to wear their mask all day/wear it 
properly?

All students will be expected to wear a mask.  If they cannot, the Distance Learning program 
will be available.

Question Answer

When will there be more information regarding AP testing? At this time, the College Board has not made any adjustments to the 2021 AP test schedule.  
As we get closer to the test window, more information will be provided.

Do you have information on if the SAT testing and AP testing will be canceled? At this time, the College Board has not made any adjustments to the 2021 AP test schedule.  
As we get closer to the test window, more information will be provided.  The fall SAT test 
administration was postponed until January.  

can you elaborate what this looks like for middle and high school students? much 
of the presentation seems geared towards early learners and elementary.

Because elementary students will come back first, we are putting extra focus there. Please 
ask specific secondary questions we are not addresing.

Are we only commiting for elementary students or for our middle and high school 
as well. If both how will hallway management and lunch be hanlded to minimize 
crowding for secondary.

Both. The 3-period day is, in part, driven by needs to minimize movement at secondary 
schools. We are making plans to manage traffic and lunch to support distancing and safety.

I read that some classes will not be available in-person at the secondary level.  Will 
choir be a class that is available in person or only in the distance learning model?

Choir will most likely continue in distance learning, based on the DOH guidelines.

Will the students be wearing cloth masks all day while at desks or will face shields 
or plastic dividers be used at desk

Cloth masks.

I’m not understanding the point of cohorts if the teacher remains the same. IF the 
teacher is exposed, then both cohorts would be exposed.

Cohorts are recommended by the DOH. You are correct about the teacher's exposure.

No se como llenar el formulario de mis hijos ayuda por favor gracias Comuníquese con la escuela de su hijo. Ellos pueden ayudar.

Just clarifying, ASD will be starting with K-2nd grade to return to school in a hybrid 
model first?  Meaning you will see how this goes first before returning all 
elementary, then adding secondary correct? If numbers start to spike, then the 
return to school in hybrid will be off the table and students will stay in virtual 
learning correct? Thank you

Correct, yes.

cuantos ninos habran por salon de clases? Depende del aula. La mitad de los estudiantes estarán en clase. Estamos planeando 12-14 por 
clase de primaria.

How is a child sent home if they have symptoms when they enter the building? Each school has a Covid room.  Students with symptoms would be isolated until they are 
picked up from school.

es el cuestionario en linea que mandaron? El formulario se encuentra en Family Access en Online Forms. Se llama formulario de 
compromiso familiar.



hola una pregunta como puedo llenar el formulario si no puedo husar la tenolojia El formulario se encuentra en Family Access en Online Forms. Se llama formulario de 
compromiso familiar.

No entendí bien si van aver clases en persona en la tarde? En híbrido, asisten 2 días completos a la semana.

So if a family chooses online only, the student gets a live teacher on the computer 
5 days a week (the way it is now), and it a student goes hybrid, they only get a live 
teacher 2 days a week?

For the most part, yes.  We envision specialists will teach on the distance learning days. They 
also may connect with their teacher on Mondays.

In hybrid, students will attend all day, but the hours might be slighty adjusted.  We 
are not doing half-day.

Generally a full day, although the start and end times have not been finalized and may be 
different than the regular year.

how does this all work with graduation requirements High school students are earning the same number of credits this year as they did last year. 
The schedule does not impact graduation requirements.

My child has autism and cant wear a mask, is hybrid available for her or will she be 
required to remain online only?

Hybrid is available. We will support your child who cannot wear a mask because of disability. 
Staff will wear higher levels of PPE when required.

My daughter was moved to Iilako from Alpac 5th grade due to boundary changes. 
She has anxiety and this change was extremely hard on her. What choice would be 
best for her to keep her teacher and class that she's finally feeling comfortable 
with. I really don't know which choice to make. please help

I am sorry for the disruptions. We know this isn't easy.  Unfortunately, we just don't know 
until we have the information from our families and our staff.

Will the preK ECE be a full-day on the in-school days, or only partial days like prior 
school years?

I apologize you haven't received a response. We are working to run ECEAP as close to normal 
as poossible. Exact schedules are still being designed.

So if there is a medical reason a child can't wear a mask or if they won't because of 
sensory issues they have to choose the distance learning option only?

If a student has a disability that prevents them from wearing a mask successfully, the school 
team will work with the family/student to determine the best option.  We will need to 
address each situation individually.

For the students who have to quarantine, how does the remote learning ensure 
that the student is on pace with the rest of their class?

If quarantined, students will participate in Distance Learning.

In the hybrid model will it be a full day or part day like now with the Am and 
Afternoon sections for 1st grade?

In hybrid, students will attend all day, but the hours might be slighty adjusted.  We are not 
doing half-day.

What if our child has an IEP and needs to stay with the teacher they have now? 
How are we supposed to make that decision if we dont have all the information 
we need?

In most cases. We may have some teachers who will be working remotely only, in those cases 
we will need to make some adjustments to teacher assignments between distance learning 
and hybrid. 

Will our SLC children still have the same teacher when going to Hybrid learning? In most cases. We may have some teachers who will be working remotely only, in those cases 
we will need to make some adjustments to teacher assignments between distance learning 
and hybrid. 

How much parental support is anticipated for the 2 days of independent learning 
for the Hybrid model?  The full time online model currently has minimal support 
necessary because a teacher is present for most of the day.

It depends on the grade level and probably the day of the week.  We have not defined a 
particular number of hours.

If Auburn SD has a larger rate of infection than King or Pierce County, shouldn’t 
that be the metric we are looking at rather than county numbers?

It is one of the metrics.

What is the maximum limit of students per class? It will differ by classroom based on the space.  At elementary, we are thinking about 12-14.



What are the repercussions to students that do not wear a mask? That don't have 
the ability to keep it on? Don't wear it properly? etc.

Masks are required for health and safety reasons, like immunizations. Students must have 
immunizations to attend school. If students do not meet health requirements, they cannot 
attend. It is not discipline, like a suspension, but students cannot attend for the health and 
safety of all staff and students.

All about the little kids whom have many many years of education ahead of them! 
Should be same across all grades! Not singling out certain students. Not right or 
fair!

My heart goes out to our older students. We are working to return all grades within the 
guidance of the health department.

Can you explain the difference between a KN95 mask and an N95 mask? N95 masks must be fitted and are reserved for those in the medical field.  KN95 do not 
require fitting.

Will there be clear shield partitions for each student's table? No

will the students have 2 different teachers? one for online (mondays) one for in-
person?

No, elementary students will have one teacher.

If student choose to do distance learning will it only be PM? No, it will be a full day.

Okay, so even though my son has an IEP, he won't be allowed to attend then if he 
refuses to wear a mask?

No, that is not the case.  Please work with his IEP manager.

Are face shields acceptable instead of a cloth mask? No, they are not.  Cloth face coverings will be required.

Are you requiring all students be COVID tested? No.

If I choose to do the hybrid learning, will my child be able to attend distance 
learning with his teacher when he doesn't attend in person learning?

No.

Will each school also have a meeting for more specific information? No.

Will students who have an exception to wearing a mask be allowed to be in a 
classroom with other students wearing a mask?

No.

A lot of my friends are seeking clarification.  When kids are on their remote 
learning days, they are simply watching the teacher from the computer the 
"same" as if they are in person, correct?  It is not instruction in person 2 days and 
then indpendent/distance learning all day/no instruction on their remote days, 
correct?  How can the teacher teach in class and monitor the on-line kids?

No. Students are not watching the teacher/classrom in streaming on distance learning days. 
They will be completing independent and online work as set up by the teacher.

Commitment form is it still due tomorrow at noon? October 12 now, it has been extended

Do you have any information about the students who are in the 4th and 5th grade 
STEP program at Terminal Park? Will they be in the same classes?

Once we know what each STEP family decides then we will place the three STEP teachers with 
the STEP students to reflect the families' choices.  So,  if 1/3 choose Distance Learning then 
we would have 1 teacher do STEP Distance Learning and the two would to the Hybrid 
program.  We'll know once we have families' preference.

With every class the number of student in class are 20+. How can you distance the 
kids? Also with them coming back to school exicited to see friends, how is that 
going to happen?

Only half of the students will be there each day due to the ABAB schedule.

How will these questions be asked of a 5 or 6 year old? Parents will be doing the daily wellness screening.  We also will be taking temperatures.



Other than the questionere regrading our commitment, where can we give 
feedback about what is/isn't working with the distance learning? I have nothing 
bad to say. My daughters teacher is doing so well, I admire the teachers patience, 
and things are going so much better than I anticipated. I just want to be able to 
provide feedback, in general, not regarding her teacher speicifically.

Please email the principal and/or communications@auburn.wednet.edu. Feedback is shared 
with Cabinet.

How am I supposed to confirm to a decision if I don't know how it will look for my 
child's interactions; ie: recess, throughout the classroom etc

Please respond with your best thinking right now.

It says PM is based on staff availability - Will teachers from the pm school change? Possibly.

Will students be wearing masks during recess? Probably not.

todo es muy confuso creo que se repitio mucho lo mismo pero nada claro. lo que 
si es que prefiero mantener a mis hijos safe en casa

Puedes tenerlos en casa. Complete el formulario en Acceso familiar.

and for the parents who have autistic kids? that would escape from school, how 
are you going to have the windows open?

Student safety is our number 1 priority. We would not have the window open in a classroom 
if it is not safe for a student.

What about waiver kids? Students attending schools on transfers will be assigned to an A or B schedule; parents would 
need to provide transportation.

So wait, if my child goes to the hybrid program and then gets sick, either with 
covid or simply a cold/flu and is unable to attend school that day or days/weeks if 
needed to quarantine, he will be marked absent for the entire time he is unable to 
attend in person and as such be absent online as well?

Students in quarantine will switch to distance learning if well enough to do the schoolwork.

Will students of the PM program have the same access to a teacher as those in a 
day-time distance learning program?

Students in the PM Program are assigned a teacher much like the day distance program, but 
their virtual face-to-face time occurs evenings, 4:30 - 7:30.

Students, English as second  language, how are they taught if they want to stay in 
the full distance learning prgram

Students who stay in full distance learning will likely recieve support from EL staff similiar to 
the way they are supported currently.

I see that kids will also be provided a microfiber cloth.  Is this for them to clean 
their areas daily with envirox?  In reading the SDS, there is a requirement for the 
cleaner to wear gloves when handling this chemical, even when diluted, will they 
be provided this protection during cleaning?  thanks!

Students will clean their desks with cleanser that is safe to use.

Can you please clarify what the teacher directed learning will look like on days that 
are not in-person? Will children log-in to a virtual class like they are doing now or 
will they be sent home with a list of activities to complete on their own for their 
non-school day?

Students will not have virtual meetings with their teachers. They will have activities to 
complete as directed by their teachers - these may be online in Seesaw or Classroom, or may 
be offline activities sent by teachers.

I do NOT want my child to change teachers. WIll we be forewarned that changing 
to the hybrid model will result in new teacher? At what point woud we be 
informed? This is a factor that I need to take into account

Teacher changes will not depend on which model is chosen. Staff health needs also need to 
be incorproated into our planning.

I think I heard you say that teachers will e using their planning time to teach online 
classes.  Has the union accepted that?  That is surprising

Teachers will still have planning time. It will not be during the class periods. Currently, our 
secondary teachers all have planning at the same time in the morning.

I would like to receive more communication from the superintendent of what’s 
going on.  Bi-weekly updates would be nice.

Thank you for the feedback.



Yes but you are talking about not starting until we stop spiking... now if situations 
such as this cause spiking, there is no telling when we may actually go back. If the 
school is not going to teach my children then I might as well take them out of 
school and put them where they will actually get a usable education. It is a 
reasonable concern that parents are talking about. Online for the younger kids is 
not working well and the social issues of isolating the older kids is problematic. 
Please be honest and don't string us along. Are we going to be opening in a month 
or two, or possibly not at all?

Thank you for your feedback. We will continue to comunicate frequently. I asssure you we are 
working to bring students back in person. In reality, the virus sets the timeline. But we will do 
everything we can. Given the data, a month is not likely, and it will take extra time to return 
middle and high school.

It still has not been communicated well, what happens when a secondary student 
tests positive?  How do you send a "class" online when they have three classes.  
Will you shut down the entire secondary school?

Thank you. I understand your question now. We will come up with a clear answer for you. 
They would need to stay home, and we would need to provide online learning for all 3 
classes.

That didn't answer my question. Before they were not testing asymptomatic 
people. If they are now widely testing this group as well, which have shown to be 
much higher than they original though, then of course the positive numbers are 
going to go up.

Thank you. We are following the expertise of the health department. Their guidance is that 
asyptomatic cases can still transmit the virus.

Why werent parents asked to make this decision BEFORE the year started so that 
teacher and class assignements could have been made then instead of disrupting 
the relationships and trust built between students and teachers 1-3 months+ into 
the school year?

That would have been ideal.  Once it was determined we needed to start the year in Distance 
Learning, all of our focus was on preparing for Distance Learning.

It is my understanding that the sanitizing consists of custodians going into a 
classroom and spraying a solution onto the desks.  Is it my five year old's 
responsibility to clean his desk with a microfiber cloth? What if the student who 
sat at the desk the day before did not do a good job and there is still dirt on the 
desk?

The disinfecting process includes wiping the solution off after it has been sprayed on. Yes, we 
are asking students to clean their desk with a microfiber cloth. Teachers will supervise to 
ensure proper cleaning of student desks.

What training does the COVID coordinator have? The district lead nurse/health administrator is training per DOH guidelines.

I was only semt 1 survey link and I have 2 kids in different schools. 1 has an IEP and 
1 does not, so I am concerned thatvyou did not get ALL the info

The family commitment form is in Skyward Family Access, we did not send a link.

Can we access the survey on the skyward app or only online The family commitment form is in Skyward Family Access. It is not availabe in the mobile app 
and must be completed on a tablet or computer.

What happens if students get to school and the form for symptoms are not filled 
out by the parents?

The family will need to fill out the form or pick up the student.

Student doing distance learning will meet with their teacher 5 days of the week? The full-time distance learning model will stay pretty much the same as now.  We are 
continuing to refine it.

So after ASD has eventually progressed to Elementary, Middle, and High School 
students returning to some level of in-person classes, do you have a plan for 
reversing back to 100% remote should a Second (or Third) Wave hit ASB students 
and/or teachers and staff?

The hybrid model will be built so if we have to transition back to full time Distance Learning 
we will. We want to mitigate this possibility, so that is one of the reasons we have not picked 
a date for transitioning yet.

why aren’t you requiring regular covid tests for faculty and staff like the medical 
field does when interacting with the public. There is an abundance of tests now

The logistics of massively testing all staff and students is not feasible.



Ventilation systems will be running at “their” optimium level or at an optimiun 
level?

The systems are running at the optimum level they are to be running at.

Do we know hat the start time differences will be between the Elemetaries for 
childcare to drop off students at both?

The time between early and late elementary school is 40min

Just to verify we are at 7.4% and we need to be less than 5% to be in the moderate 
category correct? Then the hybrid model can be implemented.

There are a number of metrics we are looking at, including rates per 100,000 in King and 
Pierce counties and in Auburn, as well as test positivity.

If your plan is to expel my kindergartener because he can't keep his mask on 
during this Hybrid theory, then that's going to significantly weigh into my decision 
- Same for my 2nd grader.

There are districts to the south of us who have brought back the youngest learners and they 
are not having any problems with kids wearing masks.

I am concerned about the financial implications of this plan for low income 
families. Who will cover the costs of Covid-19 tests for students who aren't 
covered by insurance or Medicaid in case of an outbreak at school?

There are lots of free Covid testing sites in and around Auburn.

Will there be hand sanitizers ínside the elementary schools as well? There will be bottles of hand sanitizer available in all schools.

Will PM students have access to specialists like day-time distance learning 
students?

They do not currently. We are exploring if we can do this asynchrnously as we transition.

In regards to secondary schools, will the desks be placed 6 feet apart in classrooms 
or will they remain at the same regular distance?

They will be 6 feet apart.

Will new students be placed in distance learning only since they would be new to a 
cohort if doing in person learning, or will they have a choice just as we do now for 
current students?

They will have a choice, just like any new student.

How will teachers be able to teach in person and on line at the same time? They will not be doing both.

Will the techers who are doing hybrid only have Tues/Thur or Wed/Fri group, or 
will they be working with both cohorts on the different days?

They will work with both groups--their whole class.

My child is a 3rd grader in a 2nd/3rd split class; if we select the hybrid model will 
they return to school in the first wave with K-2?

Third graders would return in the second wave.

My concern is the mental health of these kids. I have a freshman who is struggling 
and broke down the other day because he really wants to be in school. I know we 
are in a pandemic but are other aspects being looked at as far as how this is 
affecting their mental health??

This is on our hearts and minds as well.  Please reach out to your school counselor who is 
ready to help.

Going back to school part time and then closing schools again...this additional 
change would be especially difficult on students.  How is this being considered 
when looking at returning to school part time?

This is one reason we are really watching the trends. We do not want to open and close 
schools.

Will the teachers assigned to distance learning come from the student’s assigned 
school or will they be in a district-wide pool?

This is part of the puzzle.  We need to see what our staff resources are to meet the needs of 
our families.  It will depend on numbers.

When will the issue of the crazy attack squirrels be addressed? This made us laugh. So we left it in for everyone to see. 

How will ASB address kids who have kids in daycare in a different geopgraphic 
location?

This will be addressed on a case by case basis.



I have  kindergartens twins same teacher.  would the be in class together or 
separate days

Together.

Many grade levels all share one hallway and one bathroom. Are teachers going to 
have to coordinate sending students to the bathroom?  WIll an adult be there to 
monitor and make sure students stay socially distanced in the bathroom? etc?

Transitioning through the schools will be coordinated to minimize risk for students.

So if my child is in a PM program can they attend school during the day 2 days a 
week and still attend their current PM class the other 3 days?

Unfortunately, no.  PM program will only be available for distance learning, not hybrid.

If we chose distance learning, will our children stay with their hybrid class and 
teacher but online?

Unfortunately, there will be a lot of schedule changes as we accommodate both family and 
staff needs.  We cannot guarantee anyone will stay with the teacher they currently have.

is the school campus going to be free from political signs and statements, 
including black lives matter?

Unless political symbols or signs are relevant to the instructional program, they should not be 
displayed.

For high school, if my kids do the hybrid plan and return to school, what will the 
schedule be?  Will we still be on a 4 quarter system? Will the kids keep their same 
schedule/classes. If we choose to keep doing virtual school, will everything with 
their schedule and classes remain the same with the same teachers?

We anticipate staying on the quarter system. It works best should it be necessary to revert 
back to distance learning.

If we hold the kids back from the hybrid plan for now,  and continue with distance 
learning, will there be another opportunity in the year to join up with the hybrid 
option?

We are asking families to commit through January.  We will look at all of the metrics again as 
January approaches to see if we can make adjustments.

Early in the meeting you showed numbers for Pierce and King county along with 
AD numbers. Will the decision made be based on the AD numbers or the county 
numbers?

We are considering all of these data points.

Dear Auburn SD. I will make this simple for you. Too many cases of COVID means 

keep kids home and safe for now. Look at the numbers. Also…if you are feeling so 
safe out there, then why are you on Zoom?

We are following the DOH guidelines of not having large gatherings.  We are watching the 
data and will not bring students back until we are firmly in the moderate range. We do not 
have a date for returning.

Why are other schools in other counties returning earlier and how are we 
leveraging their process and learnings?

We are in close contact with surrounding districts to learn from them.

Are you guys taking into account that they are now mass testing (right here in 
auburn) and they are encouraging asymptomatic people to test? Obviously the 
test numbers are going to go up when you do this.

We are looking at the positive case numbers, not just the number tested.

With the kids coming in are you going to be testing them for covid? We are not doing COVID testing.

how many hours they could possibly they will stay in school? for an instance, a 
kindergarten. thank you

We are planning for the two student in-school days to be for the full day

How will recess look while staying 6 ft apart? We are still working on recess details.

Will students be walking in a line to lunch and recess and buses? Will they 
maintain a 6ft between for the line?

We are still working on the details for lunch and recess.



Who will provide the wellness checks w/in the schools? How long will health 
checks take each day? How will employees keep students under 8 years in masks 
on each day?

We are still working out all of the details. Families will be part of the process to make sure 
sick kids are staying home.  With half of the students there each day, we aren't anticipating 
that it takes a lot of time.  Districts to the south of us who have brought their youngest 
learners back are reporting great success in young students wearing masks.

I am not sure how realistic that is to ask someone to go online and fill out the form 
every morning before getting on the bus or being dropped off.

We are thinking that, too.  All staff use the skyward wellness screening. We have a committee 
developing options for students--for some the online system will work well; others may want 
a hardcopy form.

Do both Pierce and King county have to meet the state mandated metrics such as 
fewer than 75 cases per 100,000 over 14 days?   Does Auburn follow both counties 
or just King County?

We are watching all of the data.

Federal Way School District is in King County. They have made the decision to wait 
until January to consider returning to school in order to prevent a false-start.  Why 
can't Auburn do the same?

We are watching all of the data. We want to be ready to return to in-person instruction as 
soon as it is advisable.

Can you tell us what a typical day at school would look like?  We are working on this.

If you select the hybrid model, will schools still offer before and after programs 
thru the YMCA;etc.?

We are working with our childcare partners.

Will Right at School be availble for before/after school care for those families that 
elect to do the hybrid model?

We are working with our childcare partners.

How do you clean shared activity equipment (musical instruments, PE 
equipmewnt)?

We do not envision music and PE will be in-person.  We believe those will continue to be 
provided in distance learning. Both are considered high-risk.

I would like to know what what the model looks like for high school music 
students. Which teachers will be teaching hybrid which teacher will teach remote. 
With hybrid will students be allowed to practice?

We do not have the answer as to which teachers will be teaching hybrid.

are children going to be required to wear masks outside on the playground or 
during PE?

We don't anticipate them having PE in-person. It is considered a high risk activity.  We are 
planning they would not need to have masks on at recess and they would keep their distance 
as much as possible.

Wow! You all have had to think about SO many details. First off, thank you! We 
are all in unfamiliar territory. I was wondering what happens when one person 
(kid or staff) at a school gets COVID? Whats the protocol? Does the school shut 
down to clean? Or what happens?

We have a detailed protocol to follow that the DOH has provided--each school/building has a 
Covid Coordinator who will direct the responses in communication with our Health team

What percent of students do you need to go hbrid? What is there is not enough? We have not set a percentage, we need to know what our community wants and we will build 
the program to support it.

Will the daily online schedule (blocks, recess, lunch...) change for distance 
learning? I know what each teacher does in each block of time and such may vary, 
but in general will the schedule and start/end times change?

We hope to keep this very similar to current however some changes may be necessary based 
on family responses, program adjustments, etc.

As a follow up....we have accommodated a much later start/finish time to work 
with our daughters schedule for extra-curricular activities. How can we make a 
choice amongst the options by the deadline without knowing the details?

We just don't have all of the details worked out yet. Please submit your best thinking at this 
time.



schedules: Why the split days? Why not have it be Tuesday/Wednesday and then 
Thursday/Friday?

We looked at that model. Instructionally, we decided having 5 days between in-person days 
was too much.

Have you considered only going half days, especially for our younger students? We looked at this model and going 2 half days just wasn't logistically feasible.  Also, the 
AM/PM model doesn't work due to transportation.

I have a preschooler who struggles with wearing a mask. What if it’s not working 
for him to be  doing in-person school? Can we switch back to online?

We need families to commit through January.  We need to staff both programs and it won't 
be easy to go between the programs.

If we are in the HIGH range why are we being rushed to decide on what model to 
commit to?

We need to be able to plan so we are ready when it is safe to return.  We need to know what 
our families want and what our staff resources are.

If there is not a foreseen hybrid date then why the requirement to commit to one 
decision or the other until January? Does that mean we’re leaning towards 
returning before January? That makes a big difference in my choice.

We need to be ready if the data indicates we can return.  We need information from families 
and staff to build the program.

Overall, how conservative are you being in your approach to the numbers that you 
use in the range of numbers that DOH is given.  For example, the high end is 75, 

but it doesn’t seem to be wise to start there….Not asking for a number, just a 

philosophy…

We need to be securely in the moderate range.  We haven't specified an exact amount of 
time yet and the infection rates need to continue to be trending down.

what happens if we decline to select an option? We need to hear from all of our families and will follow up.

What if commitments through January not be made at this time due to too many 
unknowns?

We need to know what our community wants so we can build the programs.  Please submit 
your best thinking.

For those of us with ECE students that struggle with proprioception (knowing their 
body and physical space), would it be preferred to go with the distance learning? 
Many of the special needs students do not know how to maintain a 6 foot 
distance, but can't possibly learn how without being around others.

We totally understand this reality, which is one reason we are keeping the groups small and 
in cohorts.  We encourage parents to make the decision that is right for each of you, your 
children, and your family.

Has Auburn considered the logistics within the school day, especially for younger 
children who need help putting on masks and washing their hands? Auburn school 
days are 6.5 hours each day. Much of the day seems to be waiting in a long -
socially distanced- line to wash hands and wash their desks. How can Auburn 
justify putting children, teachers, and staff at risk by sending them to school when 
there isn’t much time for students to learn while they are in a school setting?

We understand your concerns.  We are asking families to choose the best option for their 
students.  Some families want to return to in-person and some do not.  That is why we are 
offering two options.  

Will students be seated all day once in classroom or still have opportunities to 
move thier bodies?

We want to provide students with the opportunity to move around during the day.

Will the ECE students be attending full-day during the hybrid model? Or following 
similar hours from prior years?

We will be following our previous model for hybrid - if was 1/2 day before, it still will be. 
ECEAP full day will be full day - but on an AB schedule

School districts are all using the guidelines set for by the health department. 
Federal Way School District (King County) and Sumner-Bonney Lake School District 
(Pierce County) have decided to wait until January to discuss a return to school in 
order to prevent a false start and protect students and staff. Is Auburn School 
District also considering this?

We will continue to follow our data. In the event we know that we need to delay, we will 
announce that. For now, our intent is to return K-2 when the numbers get securely in the 
moderate range.



If a child shows symptoms, goes to the covid room, gets a covid test but doesn't 
get results for 3-5 days and say that comes back positive. How is that being 
handled? The kids in that child's class have then been exposed but unknowingly 
could be spreading it.

We will follow health department guidance. It does not require us to close an entire school 
for one case, but we would need to shift that class to distance learning for two weeks.

Its not a question of "if" but rather "when" a student shows up with Covid.  It will 
happen and I'm personally okay with that risk.  There is risk in every day living.  
Are you going to shut down school for 2 weeks when a student gets covid?  I don't 
want you to shut down just because you get a couple of cases.

We will follow health department guidance. It does not require us to close an entire school 
for one case, but we would need to shift that class to distance learning for two weeks.

What happens when you admit a student that answers no to them being around 
or having had COVID?  Then end up passing the virus on to other students and 
staff?  I know you are relying on students and staff to be honest as this is a serious 
issue, but how can you be sure?

We will not be able to know 100%.  We will be implementing processes that mitigate the 
risks.

What if the person shows no symptoms and does not know if they have been 
around anyone that has the virus says no to the questions? How can staff be 100% 
sure that anyone coming to school is not infected?

We will not be able to know 100%.  We will be implementing processes that mitigate the 
risks.

If a student doesn’t feel well, will you be giving them a covid test while at school? 
And is there any scenario where a student doesn’t feel well at school but is not 
allowed to be released to their parent?

We will only be releasing students to families/caregivers-we do not conduct COVID testing at 
school.

Are we making decisions that are best or safest for students or what is best based 
on transportation?

We will only bring students and staff back when the data supports it.  Transportation is a key 
component of the programs we can offer, so we look at all of the different aspects of the 
system.

Will you be able to post how many families have agreed to the hybrid model? And 
as well as will there be enough staff members to keep the 6ft distancing for all the 
students?

We will post the results once they are all in.  Yes, we will have enough staff.

Is the a plan to go to full-remote or allow students to do so independently leading 
up to Christmas break so that students can be isolated for 14 days before visiting 
high-risk family such as grandparents?

We will return to in-person as soon as the metrics indicate it is safe to do so. We do not have 
a date.

is there a time line for when in person will start and how long will the school days 
be for pre k through 2nd grade.

We will return to in-person as soon as the metrics indicate it is safe to do so. We do not have 
a date.

What is your confidence levels in the daily wellness checks for children? I have 
seen children sent to school with tylenol and other meds to mask symptoms when 
they had fevers that morning.

We will take every student's temperature upon arrival and a check and balance.

What if it isn't completed before the child arrives at school? We will work with the family.

How do you send a student's class online for two weeks when they have 3 classes? We would return to distance learning like we are doing now

Will teachers only be changed when it is actually a go to move to hybrid or once 
we make a decision is those shifts made?

When transition to hybrid.  They will stay with their current class for now.

Also, will elementary students who stay virtual still have regular specialist classes? With the exception of those in the PM program, we are anticipating they would, yes.

If we have two children in school, will both children be able to be on the same 
hybrid day in K-2 if we select the hybrid option?

Yes



Is the covid room also available to ECEAP students? Yes

Is the survey the same as what you are calling the Family Commitment Form? Yes

Ok so the parents are called? What happens to the student (s) are they seperated 
from the ones that have been screened?

Yes

So, half of a class would go T/TH and half would go W/F Yes

Will student resource officers still be on campus? Yes

Will temperatures be checked for each student and teacher? Yes

Will the 2 day a week schedule be coordinated by family? Yes

In elementary and middle school, is the child's health report dependent on parent 
honesty when filling it out?

Yes, and temperature checks at school.

Are students going to be 6 feet apart in the classes? If there are times that classes 
change what about hallways? Will the class dismissals be staggered?

Yes, desks will be 6 feet apart. We are working on transition times and hallway flows.

After the end of January if I transition my daughter to the hybrid model will i be 
able to do so?

Yes, in January.

Are any other states already working on the same model if so what have the 
results been?

Yes, many have utilized the hybrid model and some have transitioned to all in person.  We are 
paying attention and learning from them as we develop our plans.

Are students able to move during the school day? Reccess or some way to not be 
sitting still?

Yes, they will have recess.  We are working on the details of the process.

Can links be made available to those DOH guidelines so parents can read them, if 
they so choose?

Yes, we will update our website with the links.

Can I choose a hybrid model for one of my kids, but a distance model for the 
other?

Yes.

if you pick full online will my child still receive iep services? Yes.

It a student is required to quarantine, will fill time distance learning be available? Yes.

So there is a possibility our elementary students teacher will change not matter 
what choice we choose?

Yes.

Will 3rd grade and up remain with their current teacher until they go to a hybrid 
model?

Yes.

Will the schools be providing bus transportation for the hybrid program? Yes.

can one child do hybrid while the other does distance learning? yes. One form per student.

Will there be daily cleaning protocalls at the end of each day? Yes. These were referenced in health and safety portion - slides will be posted.

I filled up the form already to stay distance learning and what if in the future when 
we feel safe for our child and wants to transition to Hybrid

You may change after January.

How are social/emotional behavior IEPs going to be followed and addressed in 
both models?

Your child's teacher and IEP team will determine how to provide all IEP services in each 
model. 



The email says these hybrid/distance learning options go till the end of the 
semester. Will we be asked to choose again after that 1st round or the choice is 
permanent for the whole school year?

Your commitment is just through end of January at this time.


